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Cictober 30, 2001

Mr. Thotmaz F. Maxwell, 111
Report Analyst

Reports Analysis Division
Federal Flection Commisaion
000 E Sireel, WW
Washingtan, D.C. 20463

Dear Mr. Maxwel,

We arc in receipt of your Ietter dated October 17, 2001 [LD, No. CO0D3904D). We reccived it on
Clctober 22, 2001,

Yo identificd two contributions to Senator Spencer Abraham’s 2004 reelcetion campaign that
callectively exceeded the maximum allowabl: contribution limits for a weneral elcetion by 51,000

This was an unintentional mistake by our Whirlpool Corporation Political Action Committes and it will
not ooewr again.

Prior to your discovery of our mistake, we ordered GNOBOSE software (and training for that software)
that will cateh such firture mistakes before our PAC issucs any future campaign contriution checks. Tn
other words, the cormeclive action agaimgt fumure simitar etrors was being implemenicd prior to receipl of
your letter. The softwarc has been installed and we will complete our software training within te nexs 30
days.

The W hirlpool Corporation PAC hag been in existence since the rid-19705. You will also see from your
rocords that we arc & relatively small FAC. Whirlpool Cerperation PAC filed our first electronic report
Tuly 26, 2001 (2001 Mid-Year Report) i anticipation of reaching the 50,000 threshold. We alzo have
limited staff for administering FEC roquirements. We have always boen tatremely semsitive: 10 the
Commission’s compliance reguirements. Given the (act thar there were four years herween the 51,000
contribution and the 35,000 coniribution we simply forgot aboot the earlicr comlribution when making the
later comtribution

We hazve asked [or the 51,000 from Secretary Abraham hack to ouwr Whirlpool Corporation PAC and will

promptly provide you with Secretary Abrabam’s responding aglioms/correspondence, We accopt
recponsibility for our mistake.

Rezpectiully,

Irichack C. Fhorpte
Michael C. Thompson
Dhrector, Government Relarions

Attachment:  Abraham Letter

e Dchorah K. Jmnes
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October 30, 2001

The Honoreble Spencer Abwaham
Secretary of Energy

LS. Department of Energy
Forrestal Building

1000 Independence Avenue, SW
Washimgton, .C. 10585

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We abe in receipt af 3 ktter from the Federal Election Commission (attached) dated Qctober 17, 2001 that
identiffed an inadvettly cucessive comizibution by the Whirlpoo! Corporation Palitical Action Committes
bir your year 200} slection cyele.

On April 29, 1996 we contributed $1,(00 to your peneral élection ram for the 1S, Senate,

Og Octoher 27, 3000, realizing the £loscnass of yaut mee we coniriboted £3,000 to your year 2000
géneral election mce.

We mistakeniy gverlooked the $1,000 contributed four years earlicr, and by so doing exceeded the
maxirmumm sllowable contribvtion te a general clection cycle by the $1,000 amount.

The Commission is directing that we regoest a refund from you back to our Whirtpool Corpocation
Political Action Committee “of the amount in excess of $5.600" {i.c., $1,0001 My maifing addrees i=:

Michsel C, Thompson

Whirlpoal Corporation Polifical Actton Commibtee
2000 M 63 (3015

Rentos Harbor, M1 49022

We apologize to you for this mistake. We thank you for your distinguished tenore in the 7.5, Senate.
Respectiiily,
Tk, . Fhamphors

Michazl C. Thompson
Director, Sovernmant Relgiions

Attachments:
= FEC Leter
- Whirlpool Corporation PAC Reports

o Kathy Govan
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